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Critical Thinking Model
Critical thinkers routinely apply the intellectual standards to the elements of reasoning in

order to develop intellectual traits.

THE STANDARDS
Clarity Precision
Accuracy Significance
Relevance Completeness Must be
Logic Fairness applied to
Breadth ~ Depth
THE ELEMENTS
Purposes Inferences
As we - Questions v Concepts \
learn to Points of View Implications
develop Information As'sumptibris
P INTELLECTUAL TRAITS_
¢1  Intellectual Humility Intellectual Perseverance
Intellectual Autonomy Confidence in Reason
Intellectual Integrity Intellectual Empathy
Intellectual Courage Fairmindedness

Adapted from Richard Paul. www.criticalthinking.org/resources Used by permission
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Handout 7.2

Cigarette Ads - A Promise Broken

By Ellen Kuwana
Neuroscience for Kids Staff erter

September 26, 2001

In 1994, a mysterious box arrived at the office of
Professor Stanton Glantz, a cardiologist and anti-
smoking advocate at the University of California, San
Francisco. The return address simply read, "Mr. Butts,"
perhaps a reference to the Doonesbury cartoon character. The box contained 4,000 secret
internal papers from Brown & Wﬂhamson the third largest US tobacco company.

These documents outlined more t_han 30-years of research', ﬁnally proving beyond any
doubt that the tobacco industry knew that tobacco--or more specifically, nicotine; the
active ingredient in tobacco--was addictive. This contradicted years of testimony by
tobacco company exectitives, who had claimed that cigarettes were not addictive and that
there was no proof that they were bad for your health. Thus, these "tobacco papers”
proved that tobacco.cormpanies had lied to the public. The tobacco compames knew that
cigarettes werée addlctNe and that they caused disease and death.

The highest-ranking executive to testify and tell the truth was Jeffrey Wigand, Whose
story was told in the 1999 movie, Te ]nszder Faced with the pubhc and courts knowing
the truth, major c1ga:rette anufacturers in the US signed the Master Settlement
Agreement (MSA) in November 1998. The MSA established specific guidelines for
tobacco companies. For example, tobacco companies agreed to stop targeting teenagers
in advertisements. One of the terms of the lawsuit was a ban on cigarette advertisements
in magazines popular with teens. This ban took effect in 2000. :

A study published in the New England Journal of Medicine (August 16, 2001) concludes
that cigarette makers have not reduced their spending on ads that reach middle- and high-
school students. "Our findings suggest that the tobacco settlement was a total failure in
terms of protecting kids from cigarette advertising," commented Dr. Michael Siegel, a
public health spec1ahst at Boston Umversﬁy and the study s co-author.
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Dr. Siegel and his

Money _SPE"_t by Tﬂchfm coworkers looked
Companies for Adverlising at 38 magazines to
- TOTAL track pre- and post-
' AMOUNT SPENT settlement ads for

15 cigarette brands.
Although in
general, tobacco
companies were spending less on
magazine ads (see top bar graph at
mm AMOUNT SPENT ~ right), the researchers were shocked to
IN “‘r’outh-ﬂnented“ find that "youth-oriented" magazines,
Magazines those having at least 2 million readers,
ages 12-17, received more advertising
money from cigarette makers since the
MSA instead of a decrease or a stop
altogether. (See bottom bar graph at

right.)
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The "youth-oriented" magazines are reaching their targets: the researchers estimate that 8
out of 10 youths viewed cigarette ads in magazines about 17 times last year. What they
can not estimate, however, 1s what effect this has on teens and the decisions they make

about smokmg

Cigarette makers deny that they target youths. Tobacco giant R.J. Reynolds, for example,
does not buy ad space in magazines where youths make up 25% or more of the :
J:eadershlp The major cigarette maker Philip Morris USA removed about 50 ads from
various publications after the national tobacco settlement Obviously, though, not all -

mgarette makers are followmg the settlement’s guldehnes

There is some good news: accordmg toa g_vemment udy released July 2001, smoking
rates have declined for eighth through twelfth graders. For example, in 1997, 25% twelfth
graders smoked; in 2000, that number decreased to 21%. The study attributes the decline
in youth smoking to increased efforts by the states to educate youth about the risks of
smoking. The money for these anti-smoking programs comes from the Master Settlement
Agreement. Another factor that may have contnbuted to the decline in youth smoking is

the increased price of cigarettes.

See for yourself if cigarette ads are in magazines such as Rolling Stone, Elle, and
Péople. What is the ad is trying to make you feel: relaxed, rich, glamorous, desirable?
Does smoking really make you more glamorous and more rich? ;

In Canada, cigarette manufacturers are required to use 50% of the outside packaging to
warn consumers about the effects of smoking. We're not talking bland warnings in text--
no, we're talking graphic photographs. So, on a cigarette box in Canada, you might see a
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photo of diseased lungs, a cancerous mouth or a brain cut in half showing damage from a
stroke. In the US, warnings on cigarette packs first appeared in 1965, but each warning is
only a small box of text. Perhaps we should take a tip from our Northern neighbor and
show the "real" side of smoking right on the cigarette pack. We can only hope, for now,
that teens are smart enough to see through the "smokescreen" of cigarette makers and
decide for themselves that smoking is not cool.
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Critical Thinking

Work together and use the Critical Thinking Checklist to determine which of the
Standards are present in the article “Cigarette Ads-A Promise Broken.”

Standard

Definition

Evidence from article

Clarity

Can the reader clearly
understand what the author
is saying?

Accuracy

Are the author’s statements
true? Can the facts be
checked?

Precision

Is the author detailed,
precise, and specific?

Relevance

Does the author connect his
arguments to the issue?

Depth

Does the author deal with
the issue’s significant
factors?

Breadth

Is there another way to look
at the issue? Does the
author include more than
one perspective on the
issue?

Logic

Does the author’s argument
make sense?

Fairness

Did the author treat all
perspectives fairly?
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The Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking Concepts and Tools

r ~
Clarity
\ _J
" 2
Accuracy
\ J
[ Precision
\
[ Relevance
y,
Ve N
Depth
\
N
Breadth
\_
4
Logic
N y
’f
Significance
( .
Fairness
. y
9

Could you elaborate further?
Could you give me an example?
Could you illustrate what you mean?

How could we check on that?
How could we find out if that is true?
How could we verify or test that?

Could you be more specific?
Could you give me more details?
Could you be more exact?

How does that relate to the problem?
How does that bear on the question?
How does that help us with the issue?

What factors make this a difficult problem?
What are some of the complexities of this question?
What are some of the difficulties we need to deal with?

Do we need to look at this from another perspective?
Do we need to consider another point of view?
Do we need to look at this in other ways?

Does all this make sense together?
Does your first paragraph fit in with your last?
Does what you say follow from the evidence?

Is this the most important problem to consider?
Is this the central idea to focus on?
Which of these facts are most important?

Do | have any vested interest in this issue?
Am | sympathetically representing the -
view points of others?

© 2003 Foundation for Critical Thinking wwuw.criticalthinking.org
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Reasoning Web
based on Paul, 1992

Purpose/Goal

Point of View

Implications/Consequiences

Issue/Problem

Inferences

Assumptions

Coﬁcepts/Ide‘as

Eviderice/Data

Center for Gifted Education
The College of Williarn and Mary




