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Congratulations to Sumter High 
School for sweeping the 9-12 divi-
sion of the 2009 Santee Wateree 
Writing Project's Fall Poetry Con-
test.  Four poems were selected as 
winners, and they all came from 
Sumter High School students. 
Congratulations to Aaron Jefferson 
- "My World," Julia Dingle - "The 
Idyllic Field," Shavondria Carter - 
"Cluttered Girl," and Taylor Hill - 
"Love Me, You Give Me Strength.”� 

Genius without education 

is like silver in the mine.”  

Benjamin Franklin 



   Happy Holidays! This has been a 
fast and furious fall for all of us. Let 
me try to recap a few of the resources 
for you. 
   The Gifted and Talented Profes-
sional Development Outreach Series – 
make sure you are using these primar-
ily as introductory sessions. The tar-
get audiences are: administrators, art 
teachers, all (non-GT endorsed) 
teachers, guidance counselors, district 
GT coordinators, and GT teachers.  
Most of the videos for the GT teach-
ers are a little more advanced and as-
sume some basic GT knowledge. We 
will be adding to these over the next 
year to develop some more mid-level 
GT videos. These are available 
through ITV broadcasts and Stream-
line videos. We will get each district a 
DVD copy in the near future. 
   For those of you wearing the AP 
hat, Lynn Demmons and I are trying 
to create a teacher network for AP 
teachers statewide. The idea was sug-
gested in Charleston and Greenville 
earlier this fall. We have had a few 
brainstorming sessions via Elluminate 

so far. Right now, we have 
the Elluminate sessions set 
up and the idea is after a 
brief introductory meeting, 
the teachers will place 
themselves in “break-out 
rooms” by subject area. 
Teachers can share teaching tips, re-
sources, lesson plans, and other infor-
mation with each other across the 
state. We are working on getting the 
word out, finding some teacher lead-
ers, and setting up the basic structure 
needed to support the teachers. 
   The NAGC web site has been con-
stantly adding resources as well. 
www.nagc.org. Check out the new 
information on the home page and 
then delve into the resources pages. 
The NAGC is doing a national media 
push based on the data from the 2009 
State of the States survey. We hope to 
tap into some of their initiatives in 
this area. 
   Finally, the South Carolina Consor-
tium for Gifted Education is trying to 
compile some anecdotal information 
on how the budget cuts have impacted 

GT programs and services in 
your district.  They hope to 
use these resources when 
they speak with legislators 
and others about the current 
situation with GT in South 
Carolina. Please email these 

to me at rblancha@ed.sc.gov so we can 
send these to SCCGE. For instance, 
there are several districts where the GT 
Coordinator position may have been 
reassigned to two others as the district 
faced budget cuts. Other GT coordina-
tors have had to take on additional du-
ties. The flexibility bill has increased 
class sizes in our district. Try to write 
these from a factual basis rather than a 
gripe session. 
   May you have blessed and restful 
holiday season with your loved ones. 
Try to take time to count your bless-
ings and let folks know how much they 
mean to you. I appreciate all you do to 
serve the GT students in your charge 
and to support our work together.  
Warmest wishes to all! 
 
   Rick 
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Coloring Camden and Ker-

shaw County’s Past, is a project 
done by Kershaw County gifted 
and talented seventh graders. The 
project incorporated the research 
on the historically significant 
homes and buildings in Camden 
and Kershaw County with the 
South Carolina ELA and Social 
Studies curriculum standards 
taught in grade three. The students 
created a coloring book for third 
graders in the county.   

In the Kershaw County 
School District Gifted and Tal-
ented Program, SEAGUL, seventh 
graders explore ways to develop 
an appreciation for the past and its 
contributions to our present and 
future as well as preserve what is 
best about our community and 
help guide development into the 
twenty-first century. 

“Progress vs. Preservation” 
is part of the study of Foundations, 
the overall theme for year. Stu-
dents learn that foundations are: 
universal, defy time, are essential 

to society and cultural develop-
ment. Essential understandings 
that are developed as a result of 
the study include 
• Archaeology provides clues to 

the  past. 

• Preservation involves keeping 

the past. 

• Information must be drawn 

from many, varied sources. 

• Preservation takes many forms. 

♦ Conflicts may emerge in the 
struggle to preserve the past 
while building the future. 

 
The exhibits in the coloring 

book teache the third grade stu-
dents about the history of the area, 
through the descriptions and draw-
ings by the seventh graders.  Third 
grade social studies standards ad-
dress the history of South Caro-
lina. Not only is this  a learning 
experience for the third and sev-
enth graders, it is a documentation 

of the history of Kershaw County. 
  By joining forces, the City 
of Camden Historic Landmarks 
Commission Education Committee 
and the SEAGUL Gifted Program 
have created a working document 
that will encourage both progress 
and preservation. 

All third graders in the dis-
trict  received a coloring book this 
fall that will encourage an appre-
ciation of their heritage.  Third 
grade teachers will incorporate the 
information in the coloring book in 
the South Carolina history/social 
studies lessons.  

The project was funded by 
Central Carolina Community 
Foundation through a grant  writ-
ten by Linda Shaylor.  Printing 
was done by KCSD Applied Tech-
nology Campus students. 

A second grant has been 
approved for the spring of 2010 
and will feature historic people, 
battles and monuments. This col-
oring book will also target third    
grade ELA and Social Studies 
standards. 
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bility legislation.  From the 
loss of teaching positions and 
loss of the director of gifted 
position to no funding for ma-
terials or resources to the lack 
of  professional development 
or GT graduate courses, the 
districts have had differing 
levels of impact.  Districts 
have seen the elimination of  
 

�

������The South Carolina Con-
sortium for Gifted Education 
is surveying districts to see 
the impact of the economic 
downturn on gifted education 
across the state. Districts in 
Region Three have experi-
enced major reductions in 
their gifted programs as a re-
sult of budget cuts and flexi 
 

IB Programs, a reduction in 
offerings for artistically gifted 
students, Brain Boosters, as 
well as a decrease in Mentor-
ing Mathematical Minds im-
plementation.   
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      To nurture students’ interest and love of technology, middle and 
high school gifted students are provided a Hand Held Computer 
Tech Academy.  Students are involved in a two week program during 
the summer and three days per week after school to gain competen-
cies in the use a Hand Held.  If their parents agree to the terms of 
the Assumption of Responsibility Agreement, students are allowed to 
use the computer throughout the school year.   The summer and af-
ter school academies have operated for two years.  The future of the 
academies are uncertain at this time due to budget cuts, but we 
hope that with support from the community, we will continue to make 
this opportunity available. 
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On July 30, Dr. Tonya R. Beckett, 
Coordinator of Advanced Programs 
for Hampton County School District 2 
(HCSD2), answered the call to film a 
professional development session at 
ETV to share HCSD2’s gifted and 
talented restructuring initiative with 
coordinators across the state.  The 
session is entitled “Restructuring a 
Program in a Rural District with a 
Small Gifted and Talented Popula-
tion.”  This ½-hour session highlights 
the district’s past, present, and future 
by explaining where the academic and 
artistic programs were, what measures 
were taken in preparation of restruc 

 
 
 
turing, and how the district restruc-
tured to revamp and invigorate its 
academically and artistically gifted 
and talented pro 
 
grams.  The information presented in 
this session is a work in progress, but 
several monumental restructuring ef-
forts have occurred within the last two 
years.  For additional information 
about HCSD2’s restructuring initia-
tive or for assistance with restructur-
ing a gifted and talented program, 
please contact Dr. Beckett by phone 
at 803.625.5022 or by email at beck-
ton@hampton2.k12.s.us. 

invent, learn, and think creatively.  
The NYSP provides students with the 
opportunity to engage in hands-on 
interactive learning, while challenging 
them in an intellectually stimulating 
environment outside of the regular 
classroom.   
 
   The NYSP gives students the 
chance to unleash their full learning 
potential as they further their interest 
in specific areas of study such as en-
viron 

mental science, architecture, forensic 
science, and medicine.  The program 
culminates with student-created pro-
jects tying in leadership skills with 
the discoveries made in their specific 
area of study. Simulation activities 
and role play encouraged scholars to 
grow in maturity and character as 
well as develop leadership skills, 
while introducing them to the con-
cepts of effective communication, 
team building, problem solving, pub-
lic speaking, and goal setting. �

   During the week of July 5, 2009, a 
high-achieving Estill Elementary 
School student, Martha Newton, took 
part in the National Young Scholars 
Program (NYSP), sponsored by the 
National Center for Early Academic 
Excellence, an independent educa-
tional organization dedicated to iden-
tifying, inspiring, and honoring the 
nation’s most promising elementary 
school students.  Held at Wake Forest 
University in Winston-Salem, NC, the 
NYSP inspires outstanding 2nd, 3rd,     
4th, and 5th grade students to explore, 

����

���������	
���������

���

���	����������	
���������

���

���	����������	
���������

���

���	����������	
���������

���

���	�����

� ��	����	
���������

�� ����� ��	����	
���������

�� ����� ��	����	
���������

�� ����� ��	����	
���������

�� ��������

� �� 	����	
���������

��	�� ���� ��� �� 	����	
���������

��	�� ���� ��� �� 	����	
���������

��	�� ���� ��� �� 	����	
���������

��	�� ���� ������

� �� �� �� ���� 	��������		����
�� ���
���
�� �� �� �� ���� 	��������		����
�� ���
���
�� �� �� �� ���� 	��������		����
�� ���
���
�� �� �� �� ���� 	��������		����
�� ���
���
���

) ������
 ����


������
� ��� ������
�������
�������
� ;� /
��
� ����


/���
<


Jasper County School District 
serves its elementary gifted and tal-
ented students and other high 
achieving students (district identi-
fied) through the Young Scholars’ 
Program.  These students are placed 
in special classes for grades one 
through five.  Middle school stu-
dents are served in ELA and/or 
math honor classes based on their 
area(s) of strength.   High School 
Students are served through honor 
classes, dual credit courses, and also 
have the option of Advanced Place-
ment Courses on line. 
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